
Samantha McCarville

Homeschool Days at the Nebraska History Museum
Cr e a t in g  Co m m u n ity :



• Samantha McCarville
• Education: Morningside University, 

UNL, and UNK
• Career path:

⚬ Preschool tea cher
⚬ Seconda ry Socia l Studies tea cher

￭ Middle  a nd High School
⚬ Cura tor of Educa tion a nd K-12  

Educa tor a t the  NSHS

Introduction



About the NSHS
• Nebraska State Historical 

Society was founded in 1878 
and became a state instution in 
1883. 

• Mission:
⚬ The Nebra ska  Sta te  

Historica l Society collects, 
preserves, a nd opens to a ll 
the  histories we sha re .



Homeschool Days
• Monthly program for 

homeschool learners
⚬ Themed a ctivities
⚬ Drop-in style  progra m
⚬ Quick a ctivities a nd 

demonstra tions
⚬ Designed for PreK-8th 

gra des



Initial Challenge

Program 
format

• Increase requests from homeschool families for 
traditional field trip programs each year

Internal 
policies and 
staff time

Timing 
and 
flexibility



Solving the 
Problem (s)



• By the numbers:
⚬ 16,419 homeschool lea rners in 2024/ 25
⚬ Estima ted 18,000+ this yea r

• Students in a ll counties
⚬ 53% live in Dougla s, La nca ster, a nd Sa rpy

• Evenly distributed by a ge
• Loca l progra ms?

Research



Pilot
• November 2024

⚬ Theme: Western 
Expa nsion

⚬ Hybrid Event:
￭ Two onsite  

loca tions
• Sta tions set up 

a t both
￭ Online 

presenta tion
⚬ Set times for a ctivities



New Challenges

Engaging 
hybrid 
audiences

• Survey results and staff observations indicated 
some new challenges:

PromotionCapacity 
(spaces and 
staffing)



Back to the 
Drawing 

Board



• On-site only
⚬ Limited a ccess
⚬ Serve one a udience well

• Drop-in style  a ctivities
⚬ Flexibility for fa milies

• Invited other community orga niza tions
⚬ Aca demic diversity - not just history

New Format



• Format shift led to more supply 
costs

• Generous support from the 
Nebraska State Historical 
Society Foundation
⚬ Purcha se a ctivity supplies 

for a bout 100 lea rners

Funding



• No centralized list/hub
• Didn’t follow NSHS on social media
• What has worked:

⚬ Priva te  socia l media  forums
⚬ Word of mouth/ posts
⚬ Ga thering conta ct info a t 

events
￭ Crea ting conta ct list

⚬ Memberships

Promotion



Registration
• Attendance estimate for 

supply purchases
⚬ Optiona l pre-registra tion 

on Ca lendly
￭ Sends ema il a nd text 

reminders
￭ Guests get our 

conta ct info
⚬ Collects conta ct info
⚬ Auto-send surveys

https://calendly.com/samantha-mccarville-hn/september-hsd-archeology?month=2026-09&date=2026-09-09


Volunteers
• Staff time is valuable

⚬ Wa nted 3-4  NSHS 
a ctivity sta tions - not 
enough sta ff

• Volunteers
⚬ All ba ckgrounds
⚬ Send info ea rly
⚬ Clea r a nd concise  

directions
⚬ Opportunities to 

contribute
⚬ Comfort levels



Community  Par tner s
• Lack of opportunities for 

homeschool families
• Provide space for a learning 

community
⚬ Approa ch one theme 

from multiple  subjects
￭ Science
￭ Art

⚬ Sha re resources with 
fa milies

⚬ Professiona l connections

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Community partners:
-Outdoors: Lincoln Parks and Rec, Big Gumdrop Outdoors, 
-Arts: LUX Center for the Arts, IQM, Great Plains Art Museum
-Community services: Public Library, Link2Literacy
Science: Morrill Hall, 4-H
Community Centers: 



Impact
• 2025-26

⚬ 9 Homeschool Da ys
⚬ 754 lea rners in 2025-

26
⚬ Connected with 10 

community pa rtners
• 2026-27

⚬ First event will be  
September 9th

⚬ 94 lea rners pre-
registered from 15 
communities

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Community partners:
-Outdoors: Lincoln Parks and Rec, Big Gumdrop Outdoors, 
-Arts: LUX Center for the Arts, IQM, Great Plains Art Museum
-Community services: Public Library, Link2Literacy
Science: Morrill Hall, 4-H
Community Centers: 



Thank you!
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