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“ “ 
Who are the  Who are the  
ancestors ancestors ofof
    Mathias Stechman       Mathias Stechman   

Mathias StechmanMathias Stechman
of of Pfeifer,Pfeifer,  Russia Russia

??””



Research Question

The specific genealogical research question for this request focuses 
on tracing the ancestors of Mathias Stechman back through the 
village of Pfeifer, Russia.

Mathias Stechman’s parents are Jacob Stechman and Anna Maria 
Stechman geb. Jacob, according to the informant Mary Jacobs on 
his Illinois Death Certificate:
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Examining Pfeifer Records

I was able to find one Jacob Stegmann that matched the estimated 
birth date in the Pfeifer 1857 revision list. 

Jacob Stegmann (1838) is located in the household of his father 
Wilhelm Stegmann and his mother Maria Anna. Wilhelm Stegmann’s 
parents are listed as Johann Adam Stegmann (1790) and Katherina 
(1795):
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Examining Pfeifer Records

A Census of the Village in 1857, 15 December 1857. Kevin D. Rupp.
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Examining Pfeifer Records

Examining the Pfeifer death records from VolgaRecords.com 
suggests that Jacob Stechmann and Maria Anna Jacob had 
additional children that passed away young, including Caspar, 
Magarethe, and Johannes:

Additionally, the Pfeifer birth records on VolgaRecords.com contain 
an instance for Peter Stechmann:
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Examining Pfeifer Records

The 1834 Revision List mentions two households under the name 
Stegman (Stechmann):
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Examining Pfeifer Records

The 1857 Revision gives Jacob Stegman’s birth date as 1838, and 
the death entry for him provided by VolgaRecords.com supports 
that date given that he was stated to have died in 1909 at age 72:

Unfortunately, no parents are listed in this entry, but his children 
Mathias and Peter are listed. 

I was unable to find an exact entry for the father Wilhelm Stechman 
in the 1834 census, but I was able to follow the listed grandfather, 
Johann Adam Stechman and wife Katarina to household 38 under 
Adam Stegman and wife Katarina. 
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Examining Pfeifer Records

From there, their is no son under the name “Wilhelm,” who was 
born about 1813, but there is an entry for a son named “Valentine,” 
who is of the correct estimated age, and has a spouse of the correct 
name as in the 1857 revsion, Maria Anna. 

Is it possible that this was a recording error or that this individual’s 
full name is Valentin Wilhelm or Wilhelm Valentin? Possibly, but 
without additional records it is difficult to say. 

The rest of the information lines up, so I will continue to track Johann 
Adam Stechman (1790). 
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Examining Pfeifer Records

Here are the two entries with the surname Stegman in the 1798 
Revision list:
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Examining Pfeifer Records

In household 44, Johann, age 7 is most likely Johann Adam (1790). 
It is possible that the data was recorded prior to his birthday, yet 
this information can still indicate a birth year of about 1790. 

His father is listed as Adam Stegman. His mother Maria Anna Tom  
(abt. 1758) has remarried to Georg Heinrich Ziegler (abt. 1766). 

It appears that Georg Stechman (1780) and Johann Adam Stechman 
(1790), indicated in the 1834 Revision list, are indeed brothers from 
the same father, this Adam Stegman. 

We can now turn to earlier records to locate more information 
about Adam Stegman such as his birth or death dates, or where he 
lived prior to Russia, if applicable. 
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Examining Pfeifer Records

I was able to locate one entry for an individual under the correct 
surname in Einwanderung in das Wolgagebiet 1764 - 1767 Band 3 
for the colony of Pfeifer: 
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Examining Pfeifer Records

Translation:

93. Stegmann, Sebastian, 46, cath., farmer from Aschaffenburg

widower

Son: Johann Adam, 15

Arrived in the colony on the 20th of August, 1767

Received from the Guardianship Office in Saratov

25 rubles, 1pfd. 

In 1768 in production: 1pfd., plowed: 1 deciatine sown: 2 cetverik of rye

Note: a deciatine, or dessiatin, is and archaic word refering to a measurement of land of approximately 2.702 

acres. See Wikipedia, “Dessiatin.” A cetverik is approximately 0.75 bushels, see Convert Me
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Analysis

The only major inconsisency of this line of research is that of Wilhelm 
Stegman. Without additional records, of which I was unable to find, 
it would be difficult to resolve. 

However, other information lines up well, and the only entry for 
Stechman or anything similar that I was able to find in regards to 
the early settlers of Pfeifer was that of Sebastian Stechman and his 
son. Even if the inconsistency in the generation of Wihelm Stegman 
is present, it is likely that the family still traces back to Sebastian 
Stechman. 

We were also able to find the death of other sibilings to Mathias 
and Peter Stechman. 
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Conclusion

We have been able to trace the Stechman line with moderate to 
high certainty from Mathias Stechman to his father Jacob Stechman, 
and on, back through Russia to the first settler of the Stechman 
family in Russia, Sebastian Stegmann. 

No information about Sebastian Stegmann’s spouse is given other 
than that he is a widower. The only other information that is given 
about his family is that his son is Johann Adam (abt. 1752). However, 
a location is given for his residence prior to Russia - Aschaffenburg. 

There are several Catholic churches in Aschaffenburg, as noted on 
the German Wikipedia entry for the location under Sakralbauten, 
and there are records near Aschaffenburg available for viewing 
at Matricula Online. Any of these would be a suggested next step 
in confirming and furthering research on the Stechman family in 
Aschaffenburg. 
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