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Agenda
• Why have a Disaster Cart
• Disaster Plans and Training
• Cost and Funding
• Types of items in Cart
• Packing the Disaster Cart



Why Have a Disaster Cart
• Most emergencies Museums/Archives 

face are minor
• Usually less then 150 cubic feet
• Like roof leaks, broken water lines, 

burst pipes, or backed-up floor 
drains. 

• Have the supplies on-hand to quickly
• respond 

• During larger disasters, finding and 
purchasing supplies can be 
challenging

• Save valuable response time by having 
supplies on hand for cleaning, drying, 
and packing



Disaster Plans & Training
● https://www.nebraskamuseums.org/emergency-preparedness/

○ Emergency Plan Template
○ CoSA Pocket Response Plan
○ Links to Disaster Resources

● Online Training
○ Smithsonian Cultural Rescue Initiative YouTube Channel

■ https://www.youtube.com/@SmithsonianCRI/featured
○ Northeast Document Conservation Center

■ https://www.nedcc.org/free-resources/disaster-assistance/
■ Online Disaster Planning Tools

○ Connecting to Collections Care
■ https://connectingtocollections.org/

● Hands-On Training
○ NMA Held Training in 2015
○ Follow NMA Facebook 

https://www.nebraskamuseums.org/emergency-preparedness/
https://www.youtube.com/@SmithsonianCRI/featured
https://www.nedcc.org/free-resources/disaster-assistance/
https://connectingtocollections.org/


Costs & Funding
• Cost can range from a few hundred to 

a few thousand dollars
• Create a budget
• Select Items that you will most 

likely use
• Assess your most likely disaster 

and what you would need to 
respond to it

• 2023 Nebraska State Historical Society 
Foundation Statewide Grant 

• Requested $2,255
• Received $1,250



Drying

Surface Cleaning Freezing
Brushes, Buckets, 

Aluminum Pans, Sponges
Freezer Paper, Exterior 

Blue Tape, Freezer Wrap

Blank Newspaper, 
Collapsible Crates, Bags

Safety

Types of Items in Cart

Window Screen, Rope, 
Towels, Clothes Pins

Masks, Safety Glasses, 
Caution Tape, Gloves

Handling & Packing

General
Markers, Flashlights, 

Scissors, Hand-Crank Radio





AHSGR Disaster 
Cart List & Budget

https://www.nebraskamuseums.org/monthly-museum-musings/

Karen Keehr, AHSGR Archivist
kkeehr@ahsgr.org, 402-474-3363, ex. 106

https://www.nebraskamuseums.org/monthly-museum-musings/
mailto:kkeehr@ahsgr.org
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