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•Purpose
•Benefits
•Eligibility
•Process
•Grant Programs
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ECONOMIC IMPACT OF THE ARTS

BENEFITS

•Attract & retain artists and creative enterprises
• Encourage business and job development

• Establish the district as a tourist destination
•Preserve and reuse historic buildings
•Promote the district’s cultural and historical heritage

3

4



5/3/2023

3

ELIGIBILITY

• Unique Identity
• Walkable or easy to 

navigate
• Organizational partnerships
• District Administrator
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THREE MAIN 
DELIVERABLES

Letter of Interest

Eligibility Assessment (the 
workbook)

Strategic Plan

ELIGIBILITY 
ASSESSMENT
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

GRANT PROGRAMS

Certification Grant

Development Grant

Civic Community Center 
Financing Fund (CCCFF) in 2024
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• Community enhancement projects 
like new benches or public art

• Events that welcome visitors to your 
district

• Marketing materials such as website 
development, signage or banners

• Administration fees or consultants to 
help you develop an in‐depth 
strategic plan

THINK BIG!
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• Brownville is a community of 140 people located in SE Nebraska on the 
Missouri River.

• There are nine non-profits in Brownville.
• Creative District goes from River on the East to Winery on the West. About ¾ 

of a mile long.  Three blocks wide.
• Partners include Village Board, all non-profits, several local businesses 

including many dedicated to the Arts but also others supporting the Creative 
District.

• How we are structured and how others are structured.

TIMELINE FOR APPLICATION

• August 2021– Agreement by Historical Society to be Administrative 
Organization.

• Sept – Oct 2021 – Identification of partners, approval by Village Board to be 
a partner.

• September 21, 2021 – LOI submitted to NAC
• October 2021 – Setup Executive Committee for governance of Creative 

District, Started workbook.
• March 2022 – Submitted workbook for review and approval.
• Partners working on Strategic Plan
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TIMELINE FOR APPLICATION

• Site Visit – March 23, 2022
• Completion of Strategic Plan – July 2022

• Contractor – Carla Patterson
• Final Certification - 7/19/2022
• Reception – September 15, 2022

• What has that process meant to us.
• Coming together for common goals.
• Development of vision and plan.

CURRENT PLANS AND PROJECTS
• Promotion, Promotion, Promotion
• Visitor’s Center
• Tourism wayfinding signage
• Again – 9 non-profits, most to enhance visitor experience

• ADA accessibility at BVT, BFAA
• New parking lot at BCS
• Art in Nature project
• New Gov. Furnas education shelter
• New Ice House Museum
• Improvements to Gov. Furnas House and Spurgin Dental Office

• With Fingers crossed, several additional projects 
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WHAT DOES THE FUTURE HOLD

• Baby steps – ever increasing regional expansion of promotion campaign. 
• Active participation in tourism activities, meetings, conferences
• Actively promoting Brownville

• Visitation – A slow but steady increase in visitation
• Better experiences – Visitors will have an experience that they will remember 

and want to share.
• Infrastructure – building of infrastructure as needed to support visitation
• Major annual events drawing visitors from even outside region.

• 2023 – Celebrating Willa Cather 150
• 2024 – Celebrating Robert W. Furnas 200, Arbor day - 150

BROWNVILLE 
CURRENT 

PROJECTS –
NEW
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VISITOR’S 
CENTER

PARKING, 
PARKING, 
PARKING
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ART IN 
NATURE

FUTURE PROJECTS
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• Redevelopment of website

• Creation of banners or signs

• Hiring a Creative District Administrator

EXAMPLES

Benson Creative District
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• Development of a Welcome Center

• Parking lot expansion

• ADA enhancements

• Public art in an outdoor park

Brownville Creative District

• Marketing for a community shopping day known 
as the Canteen Christmas

• Hiring part time staff to help with oversight

• Updated Christmas décor for the Canteen 
Christmas event

• Public art piece themed around the Canteen

Canteen District in North Platte

28

29



5/3/2023

14

• Create a marketing and branding campaign

• Establish a website for the new district

• Create an app for walking tours of the district

• Hire a consultant who will help them develop a 
ten‐year strategic plan

• Create a Welcome Garden as you enter the 
district

Haymaker District in Cozad

• Create the Towers of History Sculpture Garden in 
a currently underutilized city‐owned greenspace

The Flora District in Ashland
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FOR MORE INFORMATION

artscouncil.nebraska.gov/explore/creative‐districts/

Rachel Morgan, Program Specialist

402‐595‐2142

rachel.morgan@nebraska.gov

QUESTIONS?
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